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The Pevastator scan 


NINE LIVES, BUT I ONT a 


EASY, LOVER! T MAY 7 BUTT \e GOSH, I-I'M JUST SO...50 
‘AD THAT YOU'RE NOT? 
HAVE SPARE Ries! 7 z 


HOW GLAD? 
AC SHOW ME! 


MMMM! 
veay’ YY GLAD! 
LET'S DO THAT 

AGAIN ! 


T_RODE AN EMOTIONAL ROLLER COASTER BECAUSE I THOUGHT You Were, \I1Z 
DEAD! YOU OWe ME AN EXPLANATION AND IT HAD BETTER BE A GOOD ONE/ | 


I TOLD YOU THE 
BLACK CAT HAS... 


C/MON, FELICIA! SAVE THAT 
CINE FOR THE UNINITIATEDS 
T WANT TO KNOW WHERE 
YOU'VE BEEN ALL THESE 
WEEKS! 


OH; Poof 
I WANT SOME 
INTIMACY... NOT 
AN INTERRO- 

GATION / 


HAPPENED! 


YOU WITCH! Come 
BACK WITH MY BIKE! 


TIME AND AGAIN, HE DIVED 
THTO THOSE COLD, DARE 
WATERS DERe: a 


POMC ABLE pease 


Wien poLice copra \ 


LATER. 
VEAN DEWOLFF ARRIVED Wir % 
A PaeBON MES 


N= ANO WAS ABOUT 

Bee eee 

BoMeORe ELSE SUR 
PRISED ME | 


/T MORE LIKE A BONEYARD, 
| LOVER, IF OCK HAS HIS 


you see, ues YD 
OT TED Wt 


WOW HE AND THE 
OWL ARE PREPARING 
TO THE BIC 


Al 

TURN 

APPLE INTO A 
BATTLEFIELD! 


Way] 


YOU ESCAPED FROM yr WELL, I AM THE BEST car 
DOC GCK-- STOLE BURGLAR \W THE BUSINESS! 
FROM THE KinGpiN-— [pe 
ANO £/VED?2/ lay ANYWAY, I OBVIOUS. 
: ON'T GO BACK 


> COUL 
ape ; = TO OCTOPUS. 


CAME BACK 
BIG, STRONG 
A sPiver- WAN! youre 
GA\, PROTECT Me, LoveR--| 
WON'T You? 


STILL, I REALLY CARE ABOUT FELICIA-- 
OR AT LEAST I THINK I DO! 


THERE'S NO OTHER 
DY IN MY LIFE 
RIGHT NOW! 


AW, WHAT THE HECK! You're 1 
ONLY YOUNG ONCE, RIGHT 7! SEPA 
WHEE! 0065 THIS 
MEAN WE'RE GOING 
STEADY 7! af) 
f fa 


WHY NOT? I HAVE TO LIVE SOMEWHERE! 
YOU KNOW HOW CATS HATE THE RAIN! 


BUT YOU'RE A FELON-- 
A WANTED CRIMINAL / 


AMERICAN EXPRES! 
ANO LM NOT A‘ 


Y car, you're 
IMPOSSIBLE] 


te 


T FROM, AND 


BUT THE SHHH! TM TIRED : PURRRRL 
S, KINGPIN! OF SHOPTALK, [Bz 
AREN'T YOu 4 Vz 
a 5 \f 


DON'T WORRY, 
LOVER! T'LL BE 
RIGHT BACK! 


irs ‘cause 
THE CAT'S NOT J 


SHE WANTS TO 
REFORM, THOUGH! 
SHE STOLE THIS 
WIDGET TO PROVE 
SHE CAN DO GOOD! 


=-ANQ, YET, DO I REALLY CARE 
IF SHE REFORMS, OR DO f LIKE 
HER BECAUSE SHE'S SLIGHTLY 
SHADY 2 


WY 
ww. 


TI WOULDN'T BE THE SAM SPADE HUH? SPIDER- SENSE 
Fist GUY TO FALL HAD His BRIGID 1S SUDDENLY 
FOR A FELON! O'SHAUGHNESSY! SCREAMING! 
2 —1 << Wag 
| AF 


MAYBE \T'S THE CAT'S 
VERY ANTISOCIAL ACTIVITIES, 
THAT I FIND SO ATTRACTIVE! 


y x! 
AFTER ALL, I'M SUPPOSED 
TO BE SOMEWHAT OUTSIDE 

THE LAW MYSELF... _y] 


‘ock means W-- BUT SHE SAID He PLANS To ComArT )] 
THE WIDGET G) A MASS-MURDER WITH IT! I CAN'T 
(LET HUM Have (Ti 


Ze 


FOR THAT SHE MUST 
CERTAINLY DIE-: 


‘T THREATEN iil 
THE BLACK car, [i 
octropus / 


SHE MAY BE MORE 
CROOKED THAN 
CURVACEOUS -- 


SHE SHALL WATCH 
AS SENT f 
[Sa egress 
ro 
<] THE CLOSEST THING TO 
(A DECLARATION OF 


Hf 


$0 GET YOUR TENTACLES 
OFF MY WALL- CRAWLER, 
FOUR-ByES! 4 
ames | 
Ne 


THE CAT (S FAST AND Fierce Y 
«+ BUT SHE'S OUTTA HER 
LEAGUE AGAINST DOC OcK! 


FOOLISH FELINE! PREPARE.FOR A CAT- 
| FROM WHICH YOU WILL NEVER AWAKEN / 


AND I HAVE - Toa! . 
etd Patio: R 5) UNH-UNH-UNH, OcKie! 
S N MAMA 


A 


= 


(|; ES 


WHILE YOU MAY NOT KNOW PRECISELY 
WHAT THE ACTIVATOR TRIGGERS -- 


==YOU DO KNOW eae 
= 


YOU HOSTAGE 
WILL INSURE THAT 


RISE, MY MINIONS! 
CARRY YOUR MASTER 
AND HIS PRIZE AWAY! 


TO_LAY HANDS 


SUFFER NO ONE 
PO) . 
SPi 


WEEKS AGO T LEARNED OF A 
BEING WAGED FOR THI: fon 


UT O77 OcTAVIUS 


6 
1S FAR MORE DANGEROUS, 


THE DEVICE THE OWL STOLE 
(S$ A WEUTROW BOMB. 


I HAVE ALREADY BEGUN RELOCAT- 
ING MY HUMAN RESOURCES, AND 
WILL SOON LEAVE MYSELF. 


YOU'RE ALREADY 

DESERTING THE 

SHIP I WANT TO 
SAVE?! 


HARE 
HIS INFORMATION. 


LET OTHERS 
HANDLE MINOR 
ANNOYANCES =~ 


=| 7 
sof poputarion 
> a oe mt 
TIO SOOF NEW York 
we CITY GOING 
2 UP IN SMOKE! 


5 
BUT I’M HAVING A AY 
HARD TIME FEELING 

AS CONCERNED ABOUT 
: NINE MILLION NEW 
: YORKERS-~ py 


BUT LATELY [7 HAS SECRETLY BECOME 
OCCUP/ED AGAIN... BY ITS BUILDER~- 
THE SCHEMING, SINISTER OWE f 


T HAVE THE BOM 
(T'S USELESS WI 
THE 


Li 
ACTINATOS 


CT MAS STOOD ABANDONED 
FOR SO LONG THAT TRAVELERS. 
THE HIDSON RIVER VIEW 
(T LESS AS AN EDIFICE THAN 
AS A NATURAL LANDMARK, 


CURSE OTT IF HE HAD JOINED 
Octavius! 


COULD SE 
WEALTHY BEYOND 
ALL [MAGINING! 


BUT OCTOPUS CARES 
NOTHING FOR WEALTH, UNLESS 
(T FURTHERS HIS EGOCENTRIC 
ENTERPRISES / 


STORM THE AERIE, 
MY MINIONS! SEIZE 
HE NEUTRON BOM: 


NB. YOU, MY 
LOVELY CAT, SHALL 
ACCOMPANY ME-- 


[adsescoceee 
se aera, 


A Sy. 
+2,MIS VISION 15 OBSCURED BY 
BAD ticles BSR PROM Tra. 

BATTLE AGLAW. él 


7 Wk Hz 
Wa, “Whe: LA 
BUT, THROUGH THE GATTLE- |p| 
HAZE, THE 25 AND OWE 
GANGS CATCH SIGHT OF, 
THE WEBBED WONDER ! 


UH- OH! THERE'S OcToPUS! 
He's 


Meadwaice, CATS CAN Wess IN 
n : fi THE DARK { CAN'T 
TANCE AWAY... Tey ny EET 
vf i PET? 


DO YOU SCENT 
HIS FEAR AS HE 
RIES 


I BOAST WHILE YOU STILL CAN, OcTOpus-- F] 
BUT YOU ARE SLOWLY MOVING INTO 
POSITION 70 ff 


if : OY 

Now His ARMS WeITHE % 
UPWARDS, SEEKING TO 

Hie CRUSH ME! 


NO,OTTO 
OcTAMIUs / 
You'll Be THE 
ONE WHO. 


oO 

HINDRANCE 

WHILE CON- 
scious. 


BUT I HAVE SOMETHING] THE ACTIVATOR! IF HE'S 
THE OWL CRAVES. f TOO WEAK TO HOLD IT I 
eo f: JOUNDED 
@ \ ‘ THAN ZL THOUGHT: 


15 MINE 
BROW! GN! 


AND YOU, OWL--) 
ARE M/NES 


~j 
< a \ 
. MY CLOAK! 
I_CANNOT 
x GLIDE ON, 
re WITHOUT IT! 


NO, IT 1g YOU 
WHO SHALL J 
PAY... gl ca, 


Je ere en se 
Bi ethan 


v7, 
lyf 


4 


| 
EG BRACES. 
‘aes $ ED Dim 7 


THOUGH HE /$ SURROUNDED AND ASSAULTED 
BY 1 THE y 
5 MAM POSSE 


BUT NOTHING CA 


NYY 4 


If You've HURT THE 
BLACK CAT, 0: 


STAN LEE... 

fearless Publisher. Presenter. and Creative 
Director of Mighty Marvel called me up from his 
office out in Los Angeles today. He thought he'd 
take out a few minutes from being a Hollywood 
Mogul to check in with me, your large, menac- 
ing-looking, omnery-but-basically-lovable Editor- 
in-Chief —just to see how the comics were doing, 
Well, | was delighted to tell him that the comics 
are doing great! This is our best year ever! 

Needless to say, Stan was thoroughly im- 
pressed, but, he said something that made me 
very proud to know him. He said, ‘dim, | love to 
hear that sales are good, but sometimes good 
sales can be a short-term fluke — what | really 
care about is whether or not the comics are 
good. Ifthe comics are good, sales will take care 
of themselves.” My sentiments exactly! Anyway, 
sinoe Stan is a litle behind in his reading, being 
that he's a busy filmbiz exec and all, | proceeded 
to tell him all about what's been going on in all 
our current titles, what's going on now, and all 
the daring, exciting developments ive got 
planned. When I finished, he was ecstatic! He 
said, “Jim, what you've got in the works is fantas- 
tic! t's the best plotting Iva ever heard —the kind 
of stuff that makes Marvel number one! I'm ab- 
solutely delighted” 

{ fee! like a million bucks! 


WHICH BRINGS UP... 
e.the rumor of the month. It seems that some 
strange folks out there have been spreading the 
weird notion that we here at The House of Ideas 
are planning to make all sorts of drastic, destruo- 
tive changes, tearing down everything we've 
built up over the years on a number of our top ti- 
tles — even killing off a passel of Marvel stars! 

‘What balderdash! 

Change, of course, is the essence of what 
makes the Marvel Universe come alive — and Ill 
be damned if I'l ever let things stagnate here. 
‘There are enough Dull Comics in the world with- 
‘out any Marvel titles. slipping back into their 
ranks, I'm not crazy, though... at least not in a 
hero-destructive way. 


AND NOW A WORD FROM THE SUBSCRIP- 
TION DEPARTMENT... 
Dear Subscribers, 

We want to give you the best subscription 
service possible. You can help us solve 
problems by following the procedures listed 
below. 

General Problems/Compiaints 

Please include address labels with all cor- 
respondence. Labels appear on all our 
comic wrappers. 

‘Make explanation brief and to the point — 
Inolude all facts and a copy of the cancelled 
‘cheok front and back) covering the sub- 
scription in question. 

‘Bo sure to PRINT your name and address 
a8 clearly as possible on all coupons and let- 
ters. 

If You Are Receiving Duplicate Copies 

‘Always include labels from both copies for 
‘easy correction, 

Mt You Have Problems involving More 
‘Than One Title You Subscribe To 

‘When writing to us lst al titles clearly and 
include labels for all titles in question. 
In Case Of Lost/Damaged Copies 

‘We would love to be able to replace these 
{ssues. However, this is not possible, We'll 
‘credit your subscription for any such issues. 
Renewals . 

‘When renewing or extending a title always, 
include labels 10 avoid receipt of duplicate 
copies. 

We do care about our subscribers and 


with your help we will be able to serve you 
more effectively and to your satisfaction. 
Customer Service 
Subscription Dept. 
‘Marvel Comics 
387 Park Avenue South 
‘New York, N.Y. 10016 


A PROBLEM SOLVED! 

‘Since | seem to be having a lot of trouble tind- 

ing time to take a vacation — or sleep, or eat, or 
do anything but my job, | recently decided to 
combine a couple of litte vactions with some 
work. 
Two weeks ago, superstar artist/wrter Jim 
Starlin invited a bunch of us up to his beautiful 
upstate New York home. Among those present 
were artist Berni Wrightson and his wie, colorist 
Michelle Brand, artist Carl Potts, artist/writer 
Bob Layton, colorist Christie Scheele, and of 
course, Jim Starlin and his wife, painter Daina 
Graziunas. We ail played raquetball at Jim's 
club, the Tiger Fitness Center in nearby Kings- 
ton, ate a magnificent meal at Rudi’s, a re- 
owned area restaurant, picnicked on Jim's 
huge lawn, and enjoyed the Adirondack scen- 
ery. In between things, | wrote afew memos, an- 
‘swered some important mail, consulted with Jim 
about his new Dreadstar series, worked out a 
deal with Benito do a cover for an upcoming Dr. 
‘Strange Special Edition reprint, and signed Bob 
to a Spider-Man Graphic Novel contract! 

Last week, | met star soripter David Michelinie 
and ace inker Brett Breeding in Atlantic City for 
two days. We stayed in luxury at Caeser's Re- 
gency Hyatt on the Boardwalk, ate in several ter- 
tific restaurants, gambied a little, and in general 
‘enjoyed the resort facilities. In between things, | 
wrote @ treatment for a possible TV show that | 
can't tell you about yet, answered some busi- 
ness questions of Brett's, and worked out an Av- 
engers Graphic Novel plot with Dave. 

Now that's how to work! 

“ATTENTION COMIC SHOP 
OWNERS! 

Wd like to help our readers find your stores. If 
you'd like your store's name and location men- 
tioned in an upcoming special edition ofthis col- 
umn, write to: 


Carol Kalish 
‘eMarvel Comics 
387 Park. Avenue South 
‘New York, N.Y. 10016 


NEXT MONTH. 
{'m really going to take a break. Watch this 
space for our first Guest Columnist! 


Hang in there, 


LL AGMEN #166 — Special double sized iéabe! 
5 ROM gas Oe 
Ey POWER MANIRON FiGT #00 

() VISIONSCARLET WITCH (Limited Sarina). 
‘#4. "The awesome conclusion’ 


= SAVAGE SWORD OF CONAN #24. — 


HE'S ALIVE-- 
BUT JUST 
BARELY! HIS 


GANG WILL 
ZING Wine $2 


YOU SHOULON'T Pick UP 

A LADY-~ANO THEN 

LEAVE HER ALL ALONE, 
TueBy! 


THERE! NOW 
APOLOGIZE FOR 
BEING SUCH AN 
AWEUL LITTLE 
OcToPt 


YOU ARE FOND 
OF PLAYING 
GAMES, CAT. 
LHAVe ALSO 
PLAYED GAMES 
ON OCCASION, 


WA 
THE ACTIVATOR MUST U7, 
BE COUPLED To THE 
BOMB--AND THE CITY 
(MUST BE INFORMED 
OF MY INTENTIONS! 


THATS RIGHT, OcTopUus/ 
ARAN THE 


ne i! 
AMAZING, THE SENSATIONAL 
Bp THE SPECTACULAR 


MAY EVERY ACTION 
(5 GUIDED BY THE 
PURE LIGHT OF 

REASON--/ 


YOU MISTAKENLY LINK 
MADNESS TO MY MOTIVES, 


Accursep , \/OH, 1 UNDERSTAND You, ock! 
Gee’ ieee 
ite THe REST OF 


YOU WILL inTeR- \\/SP-spidey, HE'S 
ChE WANTED FERE NO LONGER IN { “TEARING ME 
MY ENJOYMENTS. AWAY FROM YOU! 


= y YOU SHALL 
DO NOTHING, 

bi SPIDER-MAN, 
4 SA SAVE WATCH-- 


=-AS I SMASH OUT THE NINE 
LIVES OF YOUR PELING FRIEND-~ 
vy 


ONE BY ONE BY ONE/ 


OCTOPUS 15 SO ENGROSSED IN-TRYING ¥ 
TO KILL FELICIA THAT HE'S MOMENTARILY 
FORGOTTEN ABOUT ME! my 


CONTROL... 
ARE LOOSING 
THEIR GRIP! A 
FT’ EVER 
GOING TO MAKE 
MY MOVE -~ 
IT Had BeTTeR 

BE...WOW!, 


LET HER GO, PUT HER Py on 
Octopus! y! Ema L 
PUT HER DOWN! y ( 


\ 
\N 


y i) 
N\ 


. 


\a\ | 


OTTO Scravs 
DEFENDS HIMSELF 
WITH TWO HUMAN 


ARMS AND THREE 
MECHANICAL ONES. 


YOU WENT TOO FAR THIS TIME! 
STROY NEW 


ee ll Na 


\ 


LM TIRED OFS 
“| You, 


Octopus! 


CARRY OUT YOUR 
GRUESOME 
SCHEMES ! 


BUT, YOU SfaRTeD OUT 
LIFE WITH ONLY 
THO ARMS | 


wy _& 
i @ = 
2 sak N 
Sos 


WE HAVE A FEW 


QUIET MOMENTS 
‘TOGETHER. LET'S 
ENJOY THEM, 

BESIDES... 


